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1. SPEAKING TO REPORTERS FOLLOWING MAY 6 CABINET MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ, VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTER RAMON 
ESCOVAR SALOM REAFFIRMED THE GOV'S SUPPORT FOR PANAMA IN ITS 
ATTEMPT TO GAIN SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE PANAMA CANAL. "VENEZUELA'S 
POSITION REGARDING THE PANAMA CANAL IS VERY FIRM," ESCOVAR 
SAID. "WE CONDISER THE CANAL TO BE A HUMILIATION NOT ONLY TO 
PANAMA BUT ALSO TO ALL OF LATIN AMERICA." 

2. ASKED ABOUT A REPORTED US PLAN TO SEND SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES TO LATIN AMERICA, ESCOVAR SAID THE GOV HAD NOT " STUDIED 
THE PROPOSITION" AND THEREFORE HAD NO POSITION ON THE MATTER. 

3. RESPONDING TO RECENT STATEMENTS BY FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER 
ARISTIDES CALVANI, ESCOVAR SAID HE WOULD NOT SHY AWAY FROM A 
DEBATE WITH CALVANI IN GOV FOREIGN POLICY. ESCOVAR SAID HE 
BELIEVED "PRESIDENT PEREZ'S FOREIGN POLICY HAS AWAKENED 
INTEREST AND A GREAT DEAL OF ADMIRATION AS HAS BEEN DEMON- 
STRATED AT VARIED INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS." 

4. ESCOVAR DEPARTS VENEZUELA TODAY, MAY 7, FOR OAS GENERAL 
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